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N OTHING has retarded improve- 


ment in medicine more, than the philo- 
ſophical jargon ſo indiſcriminately made 
uſe of in reaſoning about occult cauſes, 


and in drawing vague and general con- 
a: cCaluſions, 
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elufions, from a few facts 0 doubt- 
ful — 
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Dr. Stork, who bay enriched Phyle 
with ſo many important diſcoveries, is 
well aware how neceſſary experience 
2 obſervation are, to promote any i 
I foltd improvements In medicine, and 
1 has therefore followed the footſteps of 
| Hippocrates and Sydenham; by firſt at- 
tending to the nature of diſeaſes and 
effects of medicines, and only after- 
wards with great caution, drawing ſuch 
cortellaries as the facts evidently lead 
to * Repertis deinde "medicine remidiis;. 
i de rationibus eorum diſſerere ca- 
Pilſe, nec poſt rationem medicinam eſſe in- 
ventam ſed poſt inventam medicinam rati- 
| g ee e AIO 

Viewta hs now * a faſhionable 
ſchool for phyfic, which is e en- 
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tirely to the manner Dre Stor, and 

other phyſicians of the hoſpital, conduct 

the ir practice, and the great attention 

they pay to the effects of ſuch medicines 
as their own eu, 


The 3 importones we * of the diſ- 
covery of a medicine, a natiye of our own 
country, and which cures the molt obſti- 
nate and hazardous diſeaſe We are acr 
quainted with, and that tos in its laſt 
ſtage, when other remedies have failed, is 
a ſufficient apology for my rendering that 
of more general uſe, by tranſlating this 
treatiſe into a language that may be 
underſtood by all our een both 
n and others. if 


The narration 4 cures contained in 
this treatiſe, are ſufficient of themſelves 
to ſatisfy the moſt prejudiced reader, 
that this medicine has many advantages, 
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(iv ) 
and! is poſſeſſed of more real _ than 
any as yr en Bo 


Upon a review of the different cures, 
it appears, that, notwithſtanding it was 
always preſcribed in the moſt deſperate 
caſes, after other very probable and ge- 
nerally efficacious . remedies were tried 
to no purpoſe, it never failed of bring- 
ing about a cure, and that by the moſt 
gentle, and, by all allowed, the moſt 
eligible operation of any; 1 mean an 
increaſe of urine, 


The antients conſidered the effence 
of this diſeaſe, to conſiſt in a paucity of 
urine; and Arete&us obſerves, the moſt 


effectual way of curing it, is by encreaſ- 
ing this evacuation *. Sydenham |, who 


i plus humoris excermtur quam afſumitur, ita 
demum ſecundz valitudinis pes off. Cell. lib. my 


gap. 21. 
y . omnia. tract. de bydrope. p. 46 5. edit. Lond. 


pre- 


£3 


prefcribed violent purgatives and eme- 
tics with more freedom than any body 
elſe, ſays, that, in perſons much weak- 
ened by the diſeaſe, the evacuation. by 
urine is preferable to any other. 


It is allowed by all phyſicians, that 
the urinary diſcharge is preferable to 
any other, and that it may be promoted 
Without debilitating or raiſing ſuch vio- 
lent commotions in the body, as 195 | 
by ſtool or vomit, 


The dropſy is a diſeaſe that generally 
attacks people of weak and lax fibres, 
and whoſe body has been weakened by 
preceeding diſeaſes : the effect of ſuch a 
laxity is a depoſition of a watery fluid 
into the cellular membrane, and all the 
other cavities of the body, Topjcal 
complaints, ſuch as ſcirhoſity of the 
liver and other viſcera, may give riſe to 


its but the cauſe is generally very uni- 
3 verſal, 


6 * 
verſal, and requires hoth the afliſtance 


of diuretic and tonic medicines to re- 
move it effectually. | 


k.Y 


_ When this frum or watery fluid is 
depoſited, ſo as to ſtagnate in theſe ca- 


vities, it is very apt to become putrid; 


and, therefore, ſuch medicines as reſiſt 
putrefaction muſt be made uſe of. | 


Great thirſt and coftiveneſs are like- 
wiſe common complaints i in this diſeaſe. 


The firſt, which is owing to the want 


of fluid in the maſs of blood, muſt be. 


obviated, not by large quantities of wa- 


tery fluid, which is known to increaſe 
the diſeaſe ®, but by ſome medicine 
that operates ſpecifically, and in Hay 


quantity, 


Ooſtiveneſs muſt be prevented by 
rods laxatives, not by violent purga+ 


* Ae plus foot Potæ, 1 tiuntur, aguæ. 
tives, 


(* 


tives, which” Meret ww weakneſs' as: 
ready ſo great by the diſeaſe,  . ' 10 


mY That the oxymel ethic} is 4 powe cf ul 
ditifetic we have no reaſon to doubt; 
for in every cure it performed it directed 
its operation by urine z and by giving 
vigour and appetite to the patient, it 
ſerms to enjoy a tonic and reſtorative 
virtue, ſo much wanted in this dif 
eaſe. 

1 {has ah abend e over alkaline ales 
48 4 diuretic, that it is taken with « leſs 
quantity of fluid, and inflead of incteaſ- 
ing thirſt, as they do, it never fails of 
removing it; and from experience it ap- 


pears, _ by Dane coſtiveneſs _ 
en ks b FAG ” „ Z WS = \ 


"Squille k have been julny eee 
as powerful diuretics ; but it 1s very dif- 
Acult to manage their operation pro- 
a Perly. 


E 
perly; and prevent their either vomiting 
or purging the patient. b 
Bao Dr. Ruſel obſerves, that they, are 
diuretic only. when they produce a fick- 
neſs. at the ſtomach, . without either vo- 
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| miting or purging. the patient. Beſides, 
it appears from caſes ad, 4th, and gth, 
that the oxymel affected a. cure after the 
(quills had failed to give relief. 


The oxymel muſt likewiſe reſiſt putre= 
faction very powerfully, not only from 
the nature of the root itſelf, but alſo 


I from the other ingredients ak 49h, 

[| into its N cartes. | 

1 i ay _ . =; MY : 

= The W | for the paracentefis in 

1 the aſcites, or dropſy of the belly, can 
| never do more than palliate the diſeaſe, 


without removing the cauſe ; and both 
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. * Ruſſel de Tube Glandue, p. 66. 


Petit 
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* Petit and + La Matte condemn itz 
ie: when water is collected either in the 
head or breaſt. . { Sydenham conſiders 
the external application of bliſters as 
hazardous; and although punctures are 
frequently made in the lower extremities 
to relieve urgent ſymptoms, yet their 
eure is often difficult, and the danger of 
4 [ gangræne aper wening is "ay con- 
Ws 24 * ' 1 

We — kn — recou rſe to in- 
ternal remedies, and the ſame method of 
cure is applicable in whatever cavity the 
water is collected; for before it can be 
evacuated, either from the belly or 
other parts, it muſt firſt be abſorbed 
into the, maſs of blood, and alcbargen 
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i * Head, de Sciences, Pan Wy p. 122. 

; FT Traits tompl. de chirurg. Tom. ii. P- 189. 
IF Tradtat de hydrep. p. 470. edit. Lond. 

| Vide Loc. ſupra citat. 
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" neys afford the moſt convenient outlet, 
we e have already mewn. 2255 Hao 


From the difficulty of breathing,” the 
08 without expectoration, and the 
anaſarcous ſwellings, in ſome of Dr. 
Stork's patients, it would appear that 
water was collected in the breaſt, and 
notwithſtanding its being generally 
reckoned an incurable diſeaſe, has given 
way to this medicine ; nor is it impro- 
bable that it would frequently afford 
relief in phthyſical caſes. 


It ought therefore to be uſed in every 
ſpecies of dropſy; and as the white 
ſwelling of the knee is owing to a col- 
lection of lymphatic fluid in that joint, 
it may be very 9 employ d in 
ſuch a caſe. 


T have 


by ſome excretory veſſel; - that the kid- 


s 
2 
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1 have ſubjoined to this treatiſe, an 
account of a diſeaſe that has been very 
feldom taken notice of by medical au- 
thors, although very frequent and ge- 
nerally fatal in this country, I mean the 
hydrocephalus ; 1 have been furniſhed 
with obſervations from a late very emi- 
nent phyſician for this purpoſe, and my 
own practice has alſo given me an op- 
portunity of ſeeing the diſcaſe. OP 


"" the colchicum ſhall be found to have 
equal effects in this ſpecies of dropſy, as 
in any other, I will venture to ſay that 
a knowledge of it is as conſiderable an 
acquiſition to phyſic, as that of the 
bark, mercury, or ſuch other efficacious 
medicines. 


As I find that ſome miſtakes have 
been made in this country, in uſing a 


ſimilar plant for the colo bicum itſelf; and 
3 3 


a8 IL am,now-employed. in making a ya- 
riety of experiments: upon this ſubject, 
which will ſoon be daich before the pab+ 
lic, have procured-2 quantity of, the 
individual{pecies, (Or. H ſes) (from. 
its native ſpil, and, in its proper ſeaſon, 
with conſiderable, bunu. 011 ati no 
eee aids 20) no lg 14 
rr 19 is Nth 2 | * 
Fr rom no mercenęry, 1555 1 
the benefit of apothecaries, and ſuch 


others as may chooſe t to uſe. it, 1 have 


P# eo © 


— itſelf, 5 to Dr. Stork's 
direction; and appointed it to be ſold, 
along with. this treatiſe, at Mr. Payne 8. 
at the Feathers | in Pater-nofter-Row, and 
Mr. Durham's, Stationer, at Charing- 
Croſs, in Bottles at Two Shillings and 
Pence eel [Eo 
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The Root of che Meadow-Saffron 
4 brorsizs, . 


n go _ 
A Man, oat twent ty-ſeven, labouted 


under an intermittent — for ſeveral 
months ; a variety of medicines were 
preſcribed for him by phyſicians, as well 
as by ſurgeons, and the fever in conſe- 
quence of thefe ſeemed to abate for a 
few days, but always returned again 
with greater violence. 5 


B | Being 


„ 


Being now ſo tired with the great va- 
1 riety of medicines, that were employed 
lll. to 16 little purpoſe, he at laſt had re- 
0 courſe to a powder which was offered 
him by an old woman, the compoſition 
of which be was altogether unacquaint- 
ed with. 850 U 
The e by theſe means was en- 
tirely ſtopped, but his: ſtrength was 
daily impaired ; his appetite gone ; his 
complexion: pale and ghaſtly; his H 
chondria became tenſe; his urine flowed 
in ſmall quantity, and felt hot; he had 
frequent mucous ſtools, with conſider- 
able teneſmus. | 
In about four weeks has belly began 
to ſwell, his legs and arms became 
æuematous, and yielded, much to * . 
e e of the finger. 
In this miſerable nation he alked 
my advice. bsdiz2) 
On the firſt: day 1 3 d to 
take one dram of rhubarb, which purg- 
ed him eight times; the tenſion of his 
belly was ſomewthat diminiſhed, and 


next day his digeſtion was much better; 
112 8 U 1 then 
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I then gave him the following con- 
ſerve. | 
R. Pulv. Rad. enul. Campan. dr. is. 
terr. Foliat. tartar dr. i. ſs. Con- 
ſerv. Naſturt. Aq. Unc. ij. fs. 


Oxymel. Scillitic Unc. j. Spirit 
Nitr. dulc. gtt. LX. | 


8. A tea-ſpoonful to be taken every 
three hours, 


In the ſpace of three days the tenſion 
of his belly was entirely gone, his ap- 
petite became gradually better, and he 
ſlept more calmly in the night-time. 

During the uſe of this medicine he be- 
came coſtive, his urine continued to flow 
but in ſmall quantity, and he had ſome 
ſymptoms of ſtrangury : upon the ſixth 
day I repeated his former doſe of rhu- 
barb, which relieved him greatly; his 
appetite mended, and his ſtrength daily 
encreaſed. 

I continued the uſe of his conſerve! 
for eight days longer, the colour of his 


face became more natural, his þelly 
B 2 much 


much ſofter, his appetite very good; 
but his urine was ſtill in very ſmall 
quantity, his belly bound, and his ex- 
tremities as ædematous as formerly. 

therefore thought of trying the 
 oxymel of colchicum, after repeating an- 
other doſe of the rhubarb, which, by 
giving him fix ſtools, afforded conſider- 
able relief. 

I ordered him to take ee TORE 
ful of the oxymel, morning and even- 
ing, in a cup of the infuſion of elder 
flowers. 

On the firſt day he was much diftreC- 
ſed with teneſinus, and frequent inclina- 
tion to go to ſtool; his urine was ſtill 
in ſmall quantity, and high coloured, 
oecaſioning pains in the wrethra as it 
palted along. 

On the ſecond day his urine was dil. 
charged in greater quantity, and of a 
darkiſh colour; the pains ceaſed, and 
he had two ſtools which were both bi- 
lious and fœtid, and contained a quantity 
of glutinous matter. 


3 85 
1. On 


n | 
On the third day I gave him three 
tea-ſpoonfuls of the oxymel in the 
ſame infuſion ; he paſſed three pints of 
urine of different colours; he frequent- 
ly felt a deſire to go to ſtool, attended. 

SS however with tene/mus, 

On the fourth day I continued the 
ſame doſe ; his urine continued to flow 
very copiouſly, his appetite good, his 
ſtrength much greater, and his limbs 
admitted of a much freer motion. 

On the fifth day I repeated a tea- 
ſpoonful of the oxymel four times. | 
He diſcharged two bilious ſtools, and 

paſſed by urine a large quantity of a 
pale inodorous fluid. The ſwellings of 
his arms and legs greatly diminithed, he 
felt himſelf in perfect health, had no 
thirſt, and his appetite was extremely 

good. 

In the ſpace of nine days the ſwel- 
ling of his legs and arms entirely diſ- 
appeared, and his belly was reduced to 
its natural ſize; but, having no ſtool 
for three days, I repeated his former 
doſe of rhubarb. 


I now 


(i 64 )) | 


I now ordered him to rub his whole 


body with dry linnen cloaths, impreg- 
nated with the fumes of amber, twice 


a day ; and, by this means, he was per- 
fealy cured. | 


He recovered be his ſtrength 


and appetite, he ſlept well in the night- 
time, nor was any remains of his fever 


to be obſerved. 


c * 9 E- II. 


3 Wa dene years of * 
having been afflicted for four months 
with a moſt inveterate dropſy, of the 
belly and other parts, was admitted inta 
our hoſpital on. the twenty-fourth of 
October 1762, that ſhe might there fi- 
niſh the ſmall remainder of her life. 
. Her breathing was much | oppreſſed, 
her pulſe unequal, and even intermit- 
ting; her cough violent, and almoſt 
continued ; and ſhe heard the noiſe of 
matter moving in her lungs ; ſhe could 
not poſſibly lie in bed, but was obliged 
to fit in an erect poſture., 

she received no benefit from the beſt 
9 and diuretie medicines; 
nor did laxatives afford her any re- 
het. | 
Squills, boch in the forms of oxymel 
hes” given along. with wine, were at laſt 
for many days tried to no purpoſe. 

Dr. Collin and I, therefore, agreed to 
try the oxymel colchicr. 
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We immediately ordered a tea- 
ſpoonful to be taken four times on 
the firſt 5 th in ſome Lare, _ 

On the Jn as r ſpitting end 
eriuſed, was ſomewhat tenacious, aid 
of a greeniſh - colour: ſhe diſeharg- 


ed urine in great e and withs 
out any heat or pain. 19, 


On the day following the felt herſelf 


much better, her expeRoration conti- 


nued eaſier;” her urine flowed in 'confil 
derable quantity, and the had two Ha- 


tural ſtools. 2272 42 W 101 436% 
On the third 7 the ame — 
ances were obſerved. 7 JO 


On the fourth day we are her two 
tea-ſpoonfals four y one and this doſe 
was ſufficient to remove the diſeaſo. 
Such a quantity of water was dif 
charged by the urinary paſſages, that, 
on the twelfth day, the ſwelling of her 
belly, and- of an other , was en⸗ 
w—_ gone. 3712 10! 

Her — Decals müeh eaſier, 


ber pulſe almoſt natural, ſhe could lie 
9 4 i in 


1 


in any ſituation, and reſted well in cha 
night- time. 

We continued the a of the oxy BR | 
but in ſmaller doſes, only giving her 
one tea-ſpoonful four times a day. 

Her cough became daily leſs trouble- 
ſame, her ſpitting was much diminiſh- 
ed, her ſtrength encreaſed, and her ap- 
petite was conſiderable. 

After the third week ſhe got out of 
bed, walked about, and in a few days 
after ſhe was perfectly cured. 

Dr. Collin and I were extremely well 
pleaſed with this cure, and entirely ſa- 
tisfyed with regard to the effects of the 
colchicum : the other phyſicians, who 
attended the hoſpital, were aſtoniſhed 
with a recovery ſo unexpected ; + but; 
what pleaſes us moſt of all, is, that the 
illuſtrious Van Sweton was preſent du- 
ring the cure: he ſaw the patient while 
in the worſt ſtage of the diſeaſe, and 
afterwards when ſhe was entirely 
cured, | | 


C w. 


% 


We lah her! in the hofp tar for three 
months, though quite, 5 that we 


might f berceiye if ay, Bad effects loſe 


from the uſe of the cole Kurt, af- 
ter the cute of the aroply | was Lot 
pleated. 


kobes, the reniaticd perfettly 


well, was able to perform ker ordi- 
nary labour, eat and flept well, her 


ſtools ealy, and her urine e She : 
was now y diſemiſſed cured. 155 
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Aj $62.99 in his e year, came 
ta qr hoſpital, enz under a drop- 
iy of many month s ſtanding. 

Every mec icine Was employed that the | 
art ſuggeſted in fimilar eaſes, but note 
afferded any relief; his belly continued 
to encreaſe in ſize, his thighs and legs 


were much ſwelled, and his appetite 


l deſtroyed. 
Thele ſymptoms _ 22 us to have 

us to the oxymel col ict, 

| tea-ſpoonful' was given "Sir times 


a day, in a cup of the infufion of 
. and this doſe was conti- 
nued for four days. 

During this time, we obſerved his 
urine encreaſed in larger quantity than 
uſual, 

On the fifth day he took two tea- 
ſpoonfuls, four times a day, 

He then paſſed more than twelve 
pounds- of urine in a day, it was of 
different colours, it had for the moſt 

SV: part 


4. 


part a mucous floculent ſediment, IP 8 
ſmall quantity of an oily pelliole of va- 
; riegated. colours e upon the ſgr- 


| face. 5 N 
In the ſpace ops 51 days his belly was 


| much ſofter, and greatly diminiſhed in 
ſize. His thighs and kg were 255 ob- 


ſerved to be leſs tenſe. 
_ His urine. continued to run off in 


very large quantities, and his medicine 
operated ſo well, that i in the ſpace of 
fiye weeks, every remains of ſwelling 
was gone, his appetite returned, he 
ſlept * and had a natural ſtool 


enge @, A. 


CASE 


2 9 


CA 


A Man, aged fifty, much addicted to 
drinking, and whoſe ſtrength and looks 
were much impaired for many months, 
at laſt was attacked with a ſwelling 
of his belly. Diuretic and purgative 
medicines of different kinds were em- 
ployed, without any advantage : his 
ſtrength ſeemed greatly diminiſhed 
under their uſe, and the ſize of his 
belly much encreaſed. 
Wine of ſquills, which has generally 
conſiderable efficacy, was uſed in this 
| caſe to no purpoſe, 

We had 'then recourſe t to the exymel 
colebici; and a tea-ſpoonful was at firſt 
given, four times a * 

This doſe hardly produced any effect; 
and, on the third day, we preſeribed 
two tea- ſpoonfuls, to be taken four 
times a day; by which ſuch a quantity 
of urine was diſcharged, that, in the 
ſpace of eleven days, all the water was 


evacuated, and no veſtige of dropſy re- 
mained. CASE 


. 14 0 


G A; 45 „ 


A Woman, thirty years. A age, Was 
_ afflifted with, an — for nine months, 
fits Ls every other day; 

A, be n , PO at. laſt cur ech 
as fucecede 3 hy a drapt Jailad 218 0 

A great many Phyfteiang, werk conf 
fulted, and, notwithſtanding many mes 
digines were employed, the, diſeaſe bez 
game daily worle,. ne the hey bo OA 
* not to be able to ſtir out of in | 

She was therefore carried 5 oe 2 

3 Heals 
She complained' of 2 violent bn, 
ber pulſe Wag yery quick, and. 
What hard; her belly tenſe, and 0 
much enlarged as to e her breath- 
ine frequent and difficult. 
On account 11 1 "quick- 
al. of the pu Y 64, 2, great thirſt, 
antiphlogiſtic and diluting medicines 
were indicated. 

On the firſt day I therefore. preſcribe 
ed-the gooling, nitrous equlſion. 8 


„ 
On the ſecond day a tea- ſpoonful of 


che oxybel was given, four times, a- 


long with the emulſion. 
In fbur days the fever Appell. 7 


the thitſt was entitely gone, and Het 
belly began to feel I nor was it 

onger neceffiry to cohtinue the emul- 
ſion. 


A dbuble doſe ef the. "apes ale: 
was therefore given. . : 
7 large Ty of urine Was E 


charged, and in a feu days the ſwel- 
ling of- the ly fubRaed endtrely; ; the 
breathed eaſily, her cough abate her 
ſleeps were calm, long, and refrething.. | 
In two Weeks Fo recovered” her 
ſtren gth, and was difm ied from the 
hofpi onions A 


EASE 


4 * l 


c A 8 E | vI. 
4 Woman, aged 'thirty-ſeven, after 


having laboured under a jaundice and 

dropſy for many months, and for which 

_ the took a variety of medicines, came 
to our hoſpital. 

Her abdomen was very tenſe; on the 
left Sypochondrium a broad, hard, mov- 
able tumour was felt; the region of the 
liver gave pain to the touch, and her 

whole body was of a blackiſh yellow 
colour. 

Her appetite was bad, ſhe had no 
thirſt, and was very coſtive; her urine 
was of a blackiſh colour, of a thick con- 
ſiſtence, and in very ſmall quantity. 

We endeavoured to reſolve the ob- 
ſtructions, to remove coſtiveneſs, and 

| open the urinary paſſages, by a ſtrong 
| decoction of graſs; adding to it, rege- 
| nerated tartar.and honey of mercury. 
During the uſe of the decoction, ſhe 
felt great anxiety about the precordia, 
and a large quantity of a blackiſh co- 
loured X 
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loured blood was, diſcharged by vomit 
and ſtool: this brought on a weakneſs, 
and ſhe complained of ant Finz in 
her belly. 


Demulcent and paregoric — ** 
were therefore ſubſtituted, in mow of 
this decoction. 

On the day following. ſhe diſcharge od 
5 ſtool a large quantity of blood, 2 
milar to the former; but vomited none. 
The pains of her belly ſtill remained, 
and the anxiety at her breaſt was much 
diminiſhed. We thought it proper to 
perſevere ſtill i in the uſe of demulcents, 
vulnerante, and mild - paregorics. The 
burning heat and pain in her belly were 
by theſe means ſomewhat quieted; 
there was no farther diſcharge of blood; 
but the belly became ſo much ſwelled, 
and e ſo difficult, that a fear of 
ſuffocation was frequently brought on. 

An evident fluctuation of water was 

now perceived, and its evacuation bè- 

came highly neceſſary. 
The ſtrong, acrid, ard ſtimulating 
ese could not be ſafely given to a 
D perſon 


ww) 
perſon whoſe habit of body was bad; 
nor could the more violent tives 
be given, for fear ef exciting the flux 
of pod. which ow Kill the * 
ti 3 
; No atk thier promiſes to 


ee fo well as the oxymel colchior, of 
whoſe good effects we had ſeen {0 many 


pfoofs, and that without raiſing violent 


eommotions of any kind in the body. 

A tea- ſpoonful of the oxyme! was 

taken four times on the firſt day, 

drinking after it four ounces df emul- 

ſion, ſxeetened with ſyrup of poppies. | 
. 'Fhis-emulfion. was given with a view 

tõ take off any irritation that might 


follow the uſe of the axymel. - 
The oxymel, in this caſe, produces 


Wonders; the urine, without any pain, 
flowed in prodigious quantities; was of 


a darkiſh colour, thick, and gp a 
black tenacious ſediment. 

- Nor was it neceſſary to encreaſe the 
doſe of the oxymel-z for by this quantity 
the deſired effects were produced, and 
in ſpace of four weeks the dropſy 
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and jaundice diſappeared, and ſhe per- 
fectly recovered her health. 

A few days after ſhe began the uſe of 
the oxymel, all the pains of her belly 
ceaſed, her ſtools were natural, | ſhe 
complained of no thirſt, a large quan- 
1 of urine was daily diſcharged, her 
ite was in a ſhort time reſtored, 
4 her ſtrength returned, | 
"Theſe circumſtances m af. 
forded hopes of her recovery. 
Dr. Collin and I were well pleaſed 
with this cure; for a great deal of time 
had been beſtowed, and a great variety 
of medicines were preſcribed by ſome 
eminent profeſſors, without affording 
her any relief; and ſhe was ſent to our 


| hoſpital as incurable. 


D 2 CASE 
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A Girl, e 3 was for many 
months in our hoſpital 10 che dale 
ing complaints. 

Her belly was very: bias and hard, 


her thighs and legs were alſo much 


ſwelled, and as hard as a piece of wood; 
ſhe could neither ſit nor — ang hag 
no power of moving her body. 0 

After a great many en were 
tried without affording any relief, the 
axymel colchici was given, 

After uſing it for a ſhort time 1 
urine began to flow in large quantities, 
and i in the ſpace of two weeks her belly 
was of the natural ſize and ſoftneſs, the 


ſwelling of her thighs and legs ſubſid- 


ed; ſhe got out of bed, could move 
her body, and walk about: there only 


remained a pungent pain in the joints 


of her toes, which however was greatly 
plates 


There 


( ar ) 


There never was any fluctuation ta 
be pergeived, nor was the tumour of 
her thighs and legs ædematous; they 
were very rigid, and of great hardy 
neſs, yah en eee 
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A\ Man, of ty years 7 age and _ 
wards, laboured under an old cough 
and difficult breathing ; he had alle a 
very ſevere ſtrangury. I preſcribed the 
oxymel colcbici for him; his cough be- 
came looſer, a purulent and copious 
ſpitting followed, and his Se 
was much eaſier. 

However his ſtrangury was not cured, 


although he took the oxymel colchici for 


fix weeks; it was venereal, and brought 
on by the imprudent uſe of injections 


of lead, which put a ſtop to a gonors 
Sa. 


CASE 
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A Woman all, od hi fx, 35 
months ago Was ſeized with a violent 
cough, and her breathing. became ve 
difficult. Many medicines were — { | 
which were inſufficient to put a ſtop 1 to 
the diſeaſe. e 

Sha was reſtleſs in the r e 
ſhe IT lye in no poſition; when a- 
fleep ſhe ſuddenly awaked, almoſt fufs 
focated for want of air, |, 

Her feet, legs, and thighs: henna. now 
to {well ; her belly was very tenſe, and 
in a few days her whole body became 

ſo edematous, that ſhe could. not poly 
move herſelf. 

Her eyes ſcemed buried in water, nor 
could ſhe ſpeak cafily. . 

In the mean time 3 cough continu« 
ed to be very troubleſome ; her breath» 
ing to be more difficult, and the. 1 
e of urine, 


Dicderice 
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Diuretics prepared from ſquills and 


other vegetables, as well as minerals, 
excited a deſire to make urine j but a 
few drops, attended with conſiderable 
heat and pain, were only diſcharged; a 
Purgatives brought away 4 large 
quantity of water; however, the ſwel- 
lung was not diminifhed, the oppreſſion 
at her breaſt became greater, and her 
| ſtrength, was greatly impaired. At laſt 
1 thought it neceflary that the ſhould 
take, three or four tithes a day, a tea- 
ſpoonful of the oxymel colebici. 

On the firſt day there was a more free 
rm! of urine. 

On the ſecond day a tl and 
fœtid ſpitting came on, the breathed 
eaſier, began to move her limbs, and 
her urine flowed eaſily, without heat or 
pain. 

On the third day he took a teas 
ſpoonful of the oxymel four times ; by 
this doſe, the diſcharge by expectora- 
tion and urine was ſo promoted, that 


in the ſpace of fifteen days the ſwelling 
© = "His had 


{ 25 ) 


had entirely ſubſided, and ſhe breathed 
with great freedom. 8 

Her appetite how returned, he had 
hardly any cough, walked out of bed, 
ſlept well in the night-time, could lye 
on either ſide, and the daily. [recoyer- 
9d her ſtrength. Jo .. 2697 4:17 


* 


The efficacy of this magiging, in this 


caſo was ſurprizing ; the doſe being ſo 


ſmall, while the effects were ſo con- 


ae, 
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A Wortan, „ Alleen ward of ow Was 
brought to our A on the tA 
Fourth day of April. | (58 

She was deprived 5 all ber ſeuſcs, 
was both deaf and dumb, and had all 
the appearance of a perſon in an apo- 
plexy. Her breathing was attended 
with ſnoaring, and high; her pulſe was 
unequal, very weak, and intermitted ; 
while ſhe coughed, there was heard a 
noiſe of matter moving in her breaſt, and 
her whole body was ſwelled to an im- 
menſe ſize; her abdomen, which was 
full of water, protruded very much, 
and was conſiderably tenſe. ; 

For many days remedies were em- 
ployed, which moved her urine, and 
recovered her ſtrength ; ſtools were ob- 
tained by glyſters. 

However the diſeaſe continued as 
formerly ; hence we were e led to employ 
the oxymel, 


On 


(7 ) 
On the. firſt day, an ounce divided 


into four doſes was given. ens 

dhe bore this quantity extremely wall, 
and the effects of the medicine Wore im- 
mediately perceived. 

„Her urine was diſcharged in f 
derable quantity, and next day the be- 
came more {ſenfiblej- e lines «7 

In a few days ſhe. was able to anſwer 
queſtions. that were, put to her, and 
could breathe more freel. 

She could move her limbs ſomewhat, 
the ſwelling of her. belly Heros n 
and her pulſe equal. 

From these effects bs delt ſeemed 
very proper, nor was it thought neceſ- 
ſary to. increaſe. it; for her urine con- 
tinued to flow in conſiderable quantity. 
She became daily better, and in the 
ſpace of three weeks was” uy 
cured. 1 

The ſwelling difappeared,. and her 
belly returned to its natural fize; ſhe 
regained her ſtrength, her breathing 
was eaſy, ſhe ſlept well, and had an 
appetite for food. 

E 2 T” he 
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The illuſtrious Van Swvetorr faw "this 


4 


cure petiormbd> 3 7 ©2:12:3 1491 07, 
Lick ſurprizing prof: of the efficacy of 
a 1 medieine in 4 miſerable an old wo. 
man! 59 b 
Her urine wis of different bur, 
and depoſited at the bottom of the veſ- 
ſel a quantity of a glatenous thick ſedi- 
ment *; ſhe had no ſpittin g. although 
her breaſt feemed full f matter in 15 
(47 pays of the- diſcaſe. os wr | 
Smot edi oft vont: Ft 
1G er! Wi this matter propeny con- 
gocted and e Ba. we ws urinary 
paſliges ? wg 2 5 0 


DD YOU gong vids 

* This is a circumſtance that deferves atten- 
tion; and, in my opinion, ſuggeſts the uſe of this 
medicine in Phtpyſical or conſumptive caſes, where 
2 quantity of pus is preſent in the lungs, in con- 
fequence of ulceration, The abſorption of this mat- 
ter generally occaſions hectic fever; but if, 'by 
this medicine, it could be expelled by urine, the 
fever might be prey ented altogether, and the com: 


plaints i in the breaſt remoyed, as Is Kong evinced 
in th 5 ele, | 


Was 


) 


* Was there a quantity of ſerum dif- 


faſed below the ſkull? Or were the 


membranes of the ſkull inflamed by a 
ſerous tumour below, and which might 
be the cauſe of that degree of ſtupor 


and appoplexy, which was obſerved in 


this woman upon her coming into the 


hoſpital ? 
A great many more dropſical Patente 
remain in the hoſpital; all of them have 


experienced the good effects of the oxy- 
mel, and there are very few that will 
not be cured by it. 

A .great deal of praiſe. is Pod to the 
aſſiduity of the maſt learned Dr. Callin, 
that our experiments are executed with 


ſo great ſnetefn 


N 1 


tral Although * eee is a diſcaſe that 
for the moſt part attacks children, yet there are 
inſtances. on record, where conſiderable  hydatids 
have been found in the ſubſtance of the brain: 
Lancis. de ſubit. mort. lib. 1. cap. 2. 

From the ſtupor attending this patient, and the 
inequality in her pulſe, it ſeems highly probable 
that water was here collected in the brain, and, by 
the efficacy of this medicine, abſorbed and dif- 


charged by urine, 
From 


. — 4 — 
__ : 


| retics, ſuch as cantharides, &c. which never fail 


630 ) 
- From: the above eaſes thy following 


corrolaries may be drawn. 
1. That the avymel calchisi is a medi. 
cane; of the greateſt ſafet 111 1 
2, That it has frequently che os 
—— in the moſt deſperate caſes, 
where other medicines. have been uſed 
in vain, 

8. That a very large doſe, of this me- 
dieine is not neceſſary to cure the maſk 
inyeterate diſcaſe; that a aal Soſa A is 
generally ſufficient, - 
4. That this . ex- 
pectoration, moderates the cough, and 
renders breathing free and eaſ. 
5. It is confiderably diuretic, nor 
does it excite any tumults in the body, 
and never produces any * teneſmus. 

6. Tt is proper in every caſe where 
too great a quantity ty of ſerum or "watery 


„ a #2 6 


| fluid ſhould be. diſcharged by: urine. 


— 


It has ſo far . ebe inves diu- 


5 bringing o on e and * urine. 
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7. It muſt therefore be the moſt pro- 
per medicine of any for the dropſy. 

*I will not ptetend to ſay, that this 
medicine is infallible; I only conclude, 
that it frequently cures theſe diſeaſes, 
where other medicines of ann uſe 
have failed. 
I have never ſeen, in any one caſe, bad 
effects ariſe from this medicine; and I 
have, and ſhall always continue to em- 
ploy a great deal of attention in ob- 
ſerving the effects of medicines. 5 
If I ſhould ever have the ſmalleſt rea- 
ſon either to ſuſpect or condemn its 
uſe, I ſhould be the firſt perſon to de- 
clare it to the public, and would take 
up arms in ſuch a cauſe againſt myſelf. 
Can any one deſire more? 


A 9 $1 


* Dr. Stor#'s candour cannot fail of obtain- 
ing the approbation of every one: it is ſufficiently 
obvious, in all his other works, where he never ſup- 
preſſes any circumſtance that ſhould render his fa- 


vourite medicine of doubtful uſe; and I am per- 
ſuaded, if he had uſed the oxymel in the moſt 


recent caſes of dropſy, he would have been very 


ſeldom diſappointed. 


In 
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In the beginning, a tea - ſpoonful 
was given, twice a day, to an adult, 


dilated in a cup of ſuch decoction or in- 


fuſion as was moſt agreeable Aer 0 
the patient or phyſician... * 
On the ſecond or third day, a tea 
ſpoonful was taken twice, and at laſt 
four times. While the patient bore 


this doſe eaſily, and the deſired effects 
did not follow, then it was gradually 


increaſed, until an ounce or an ounce 
and a half was taken in the day. 

If an ounce or an ounce and a half 
produced no effects, then little was to 
be expected from this medicine. 


| Dr. Stork, with great propriety, procected at 
firſt cautiouſly in the uſe of a new medicine ; but 
ſince we are now acquainted with its management, 


I think we ought to begin by taking, at leaſt, one 


tea-ſpoonful four times a day; nor are we to deſ- 
pair of its efficacy, if a much larger doſe than he 
mentions be neceſſary. 

I have ſeen two ounces taken in a day, with 
conſiderable effects, after ſmaller doſes, had proved 
* 


After 


(IF 


After the patient has taken the oxymel 


for ſome time diluted, then it may be 
given by itſelf without any vehicle. 

We proceeded with great ſafety by 
beginning with a ſmall quantity, ang 


when the caſe required it, we could! in- 


creaſe it at pleaſure. 

If any ſymptoms of the diſeaſe indi- 
cate other remedies along with the oxy- 
mel, they ought not to be neglected. 
I have never obſeryed any thing that 
either weakened or diſturbed the effects 
of the oxymel ; nor js opium hurtful ; its 
uſe is even frequently neceſſary, when the 
patient is reſtleſs in the night-time, or 
affected with /þa/ms, and other ſimilar 
complaints. 
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OF TEE 


HYDROCEPHALUS: 


WI EN this diſeaſe did not ſhow 
itſelf, by enlarging the cavity of | the 
cranium, and ſeparating the bones, it 
was altogether unknown to the an- 


. tients. 
Petit is the fitſt perſon who has deſ- 


cribed it properly, and endeavoured to 
aſcertain the preſence of the diſeaſe, by 
a variety of ſymptoms that are con- 
ſtantly concomitant. 


72 Dr. 


4 4.895 
Dr. Whyte, late profeſſor of phyſie aß 


| Edinburgh, has ſeen a greater variety of 
cafes in this diſeaſe than any other; ane 
his great diſcernment, as well as accu- 
racy in obſervation, enabled him to 
mark ſuch ſymptoms as are pathagno- 
monic of the diſeaſe. - , 

I have myſelf ſeen ſeveral caſes in 
private practice, and by this means can 
with ſome propriety endeavour to deſ- 
cribe it. 

This diſeaſe may be divided into 
three ſtages. ä 
In the firſt, the pulſe is from 100 to 
140, regular and not intermitting.; nos 

does its ſtrength indicate bleeding. | 
Te tongue is white, aptbæ are fre- 
N quently preſent, and there are common- 
ly fluthings of the face. 

The patient complains of ſevere head- 
ach, eſpecially above the eye-brows; loſs 
of appetite, together with an averſion to- 
light; he vomits once a day, or once in 
two days, not much at a time or with: 
much preſſing; z he is * coſtive 

with 


1 
with gripes, nor eaſily moved by purga- 
tives; he has likewiſe a kind of ſquints 
ing, rubs his eyes, and, as if afflicted 
with worms, grinds his teeth, and 
fcratches his „ 

In the ſẽcond ſtage, the pulſe, 8 
being very quick, becomes as flow or 


flower than natural; it is alſo irregu- 


lar +. The ſkin is at the ſame time 
very hot; moſt of the former ſymptoms 
continue; they moan much, and can- 
not tell of what they complain; fleep 
little, and are mach frightened 3 ſome= 
times they ſee objects double, and paſs 
a worm or two, or what is like the 
fragments of worms, but with no re- 
hef 2 5 they breathe heavily, their breath 


* Petit ks that this diſeaſe frequently follows 
teething in children; that they are in the beginning 
of the diſeaſe often feized with convulſions; and 
that they are generally either too coſtive or too 
tooſe in their belly. Acad. des Sciences Pan 1718. 
mem. p. 121. 

+ Theſe ſymptoms generally happen about four- 
teen or twenty days before death. 


7: 48 


#4 


( 85 ) 


18 ill ſmelled, and what they themſelves 
call ſickiſn; urine is various in all 


ſtages of the diſeaſe; they frequently 
grow delirious, and ſometimes Fry out 


in a wild manner. 


The third ſtage commences when the 


a a from being ſlow or lower than 


natural, becomes of a feveriſh quick- 


neſs *; ſometimes it riſes ſlowly and 
gradually, ſometimes very quickly . 


The patient turns heavy and coma- 
toſe, and frequently lifts his hand to his 
head || : one eyelid becomes frequently 
paralytic | and falls down, and in a day 
or two the other likewiſe. The pupil 


18 much dilated, and loſes its contrac- 


* This 9 eight or ten days before death. 


+ Dr. J/hyte has obſerved the pulſe 240 immedi- 


ately before death. 
| Petit obſerves, that they cannot ſupport their 


heads in an erect poſition; that their memory fails 
them, and from the beginning of the difeaſe are 


dull and ſtupid. 
t This. happens two, three, four, or fix days be- 


fore death. 


tile 


1999 


tile power. They are often afflicted 
with convulſions of the arms, legs, and 

face, and ſubſultus tendinum. One cheek 
turns red and hot, while the other is 
cold and white ; the lips .are like thoſe 
of one lately dead, and a looſeneſs now _ 
comes on. 

The eyes, immediately before death, 
are frequently inflamed, and the patient 
ſwallows with difficulty, or is unable 
altogether. | 

Reſpiration becomes difficult and la- 
borious, and, between expiration and 
inſpiration, a pauſe, called by the anci- 
ents reſpiratio rara, frequently happens, 
and is ſucceeded by the death of the 
patient. 

Upon opening the head a pellucid 
watery fluid, to the quantity from two 
to eight ounces, is found generally be- 
low the corpus calloſum, in the ventricles 

of the brain, and no where elſe. 

This diſeaſe ſeldom attacks children 
before er firſt year. 


During 
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+ During the firſt ſtage, it is very 


gifficult to _ diſtinguiſh this diſeaſe ; 


but when we meet with a patient 
under ſixteen years of age, the moſt di- 


ſtinguiſhing ſymptoms are the follow- 
3 . 


The fever of no certain type, irregu- 
lar in all its acceſſions or remiſſions, 
with vomiting once or twice a day, or 
once in two days, an averſion to light 
and pain above the eyelids, or on the 
crown of the head; when theſe ſymp- 
toms continue longer than thoſe of fe+ 
vers, and do not yield tg repeated vo- 
mits, gentle purgatiyes, or bliſters, then 
there is reaſon to ſuſpect that there is 


water in the ventricles of the brain, 


But as worms and other diſorders of the 


moſt of thelp ee. we are often 


at a loſs to find out the dropſy of the 
other cavitjes of the brain, till the dif; 


eaſe arrives at its ſecond ſtage, when 
the pulſe begins to turn flow and irre- 
gular; for neither in worms, ſlow fe- 

172500 vers, 
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e or - diſcaſes of” chilaren, ariſing 
from obſtructed glands f in the .myſen- 
tery, the pulſe is ſlower than natural; 
delides, in internal drop ſies of the brain, 
the ſkin is hot, Which is ſeldom the 
caſe in other complaints, attended with 
no fever. The diſeaſe is ſtill more evi- 
dent, when the ftrabiſmus, delirium, co- 
ma, together with a dilatation and loſs 


* 


of motion in the pupil, are preſent; 


when the pulſe becomes alſo very 
quick, from being ſlower than na- 
tural. Fluſhings of the cheeks, and 


convulſions frequently ſupervene. 


The method of cure hitherto em- 
ployed by Dr. Y/hyte and others, is the 
giving of evacuants, ſuch as purgatives 
of jalap, rhubarb, calomel, various diu- 


reties, bliſters, aromatic ſteams, dry 


diet, ſtrong chalybeat waters, and ſter- 
nutatories. This diſeaſe has always hi- 
therto proved fatal; perhaps from the 
difficulty of attacking it in its firſt ſtage; 
however, as the ſymptoms are now well 
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